
Useful Idioms (1-5) 

 
1.  about to (do something) 

- to be on the point of doing something 

I was about to leave when the phone rang.  

 

 

2.  according to (someone or something) 
- as said or told by someone, in agreement with something, in the order of something, 

in proportion to something 

According to our teacher, there will be no class next week.  

We did everything according to the terms of our agreement.  

 

 

3. account for (something) 
- to provide an explanation or answer for something 

The bad weather accounts for the fact that few people came to the meeting.  

 

 

4. after all 
- considering the fact that something happened, something that is usually assumed 

"You don't need to phone him. After all, he never phones you."  

 

 

5. all of a sudden 
- suddenly, without advance warning 

All of a sudden it became cloudy and began to rain.  
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