              The pros and cons of implementing drug testing in HK schools
A recent survey conducted by the Central Registry of Drug Abuse shows that more than 2,000 young people under the age of 21 are taking drugs.  This figure, which has been consistently rising for more than 10 years, is a source of considerable worry.  To halt the trend of drug abuse among teenagers from going up, a policy of random student drug testing in Hong Kong schools has been adopted.  This new policy has caused a heated argument in Hong Kong. However, it is undeniable that there are always both sides to an issue.

When the government decided to conduct a drug test in schools in Hong Kong, it was hoped that it would be effective and beneficial to all students. The government wants to use this policy to find the people who are using drugs, so that they can send someone to help them quit. To young drug users, it can be a chance for them to start a new life because under this new policy, they will not be prosecuted. If those who are using drugs cannot be located, those drug users will be addicted to drug taking and a lot of negative effects will follow them. 
Moreover, this policy can send a clear message to young people that taking drugs is illegal. This will prevent those students who are afraid of doing something illegal from touching drugs. So this is a way of educating them.

However, this policy has its downsides as well. In order not to infringe human rights, the government cannot make it compulsory. The government can only test those students whose parents are willing to sign the consent for the test. Under this circumstance, some drug users may not be detected.  Moreover, students could pass the test by using chemicals imported from the United States. 
In addition, this scheme might create other problems. For example, the students may skip classes or play truant in order to get away from the test. Family conflicts and school conflicts can also be created. The labeling effects can destroy mutual trust and understanding in families and school.

Last but not least, the scheme is costly. Millions of dollars will be used. If the ‘expected effects’ cannot be revealed, the tax payers may think their money is not well spent.

Since this scheme is very controversial, the government should do more consultation before they really put this into action.       

































